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Course Description: This course is designed to help participants explore in depth The Project Approach methodology. They will become familiar with the steps involved in setting up this integrated approach to learning within their own classrooms, while acquiring knowledge on how this study method supports preschool children’s learning in all domains: social, emotional, cognitive, physical and language-literacy. 

Course Objectives: This course is intended to:

· Foster an understanding of the impact that integrated learning can have on preschool development
· Through conversations, discussions of practical experiences and viewing of videos of national and local project approaches in action, introduce the participants to the various steps involved in conducting a study – or Project Approach.

· Prepare the students to effectively implement a study – or project in their own classroom environment. 

Student Learning Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

· Define the Project Approach (or study method).

· Delineate the practical steps to implementing the Project Approach in their own classrooms

· Describe how such a teaching methodology supports preschool children’s learning in the classroom.

· Develop a PAP (professional action plan) for implementing the Project Approach.

Length of Course:
11 lecture hours

Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)

Text Required:
Young Investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Year, by Helm, 

J.H. & Katz, L. (2001). NAEYC: Washington, DC. 

Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

Course Outline: 

1. Benefits & Constraints of Projects in the Early Years

2. Getting Started:  Observation & Selection of Topic

3. Developing the Project 

4. Investigation – Documentation & Children’s Learning

5. Concluding the Project – Culminating Activity 

6. Teacher’s Learning

7. Issues in Projects w/Young Children

8. Development of a Professional Action Plan
